“Welcome to our Selecting your child’s
Church Family” Godparents

As you begin to prepare for your child's Baptism, you are
invited to reflect on the role and selection of a godmother and

Holy Trinity Parish wants to offer a sincere welcome to anyone godfather. Prior to inviting a relative or close friend to as-
searching to answer the call of God to become a member of our sume the role of godparent it is important to understand what
faith community. our church teaches.

If you have any questions about Baptism or any other sacrament
or service of our church please contact the parish using one of the 55>
contact methods listed at the bottom of this brochure. A GOdp arent
Baptism is the first sacrament of initiation; Confirmation and §  Must be at least sixteen years of age and have celebrated
Eucharist are the other two. Baptism leads the newly baptized the sacraments of initiation in the Catholic Church
person to the table of the Lord. Weekly participation in the Sun-

day Eucharist is a valuable sign that a person is disposed to cele- i, Comiwries, B ). (Comom £, sz

brating the sacrament of Baptism and being open to the wonder 1:2)

and grace of God. 8§  Must be a Catholic who has been baptized, confirmed

If you have been away from the weekly Sunday Eucharist, this is and receives Eucharist weekly. (Canon 874, sec. 1:3)

a wonderful time to return to the table of the Lord. It is Jesus 8§  Must live a life which is consistent with the Catholic

who desires to nourish and feed us each Sunday at the table of the . . . . .

Word and the table of the Eucharist. faith, teachings, the Bible and life of Christ. (Canon
874, sec. 1:3)

8  Should be a registered member at a parish and attending

weekly Sunday Eucharist. (Canon 857, sec. 1:2; 862)

The child may have one or two godparents. The child

tstevensl236@aol . com cannot have more than two godparents. If two godpar-
ents are chosen, one is to be a man and the other a wom-
an. (Canon 873)

8 A parent may not be godparent of their own child.
(Canon 874, sec. 1:5)

8§ A Christian from another denomination may act as a

Email questions to: §

Christian witness, however, it is necessary to have one
Catholic godparent. You may have only one Christian
witness. A Christian witness is a baptized Christian and
a member of a non-Catholic ecclesial community.
(Canon 874, sec 2)

Contacts >>>

For Baptism Inquiry, Registration and Learning Class call:

Holy Trinity Parish: 989-879-2141 I “ And now Why do you wait? Rise and H I -I- ° ot P . h I
be baptized and wash away your sins, 0 y rmi y aris
The Baptismal Learning Class is held every other month. callin g on his name.”

Class dates and Forms can be found at: (Acts 22:16)

www.holytrinitypinconning.org/baptism




"Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit," (Matt 28:19)

How to Prepare for Baptism

This baptismal brochure has been prepared to provide you with the
information needed to begin the formal or immediate preparation
for the celebration of Baptism.

Whether this is your first or fifth child, we rejoice with you and

ask thatyour ead both sides of this
Godparents or make other for mal
your & hBd gt i s m.

——— -

Selecting you child’s Godparents >>>

The godparent is to be a model, guide and witness for your child
as he or she grows in faith. It is good when a godparent lives close
to the family and is able to visit throughout the year. Before you
invite someone, a relative or friend, to be your child& godparent
you are encouraged to spend time in prayer seeking guidance and
wisdom. Canon law of the Catholic church also has specific re-
quirements for the selections of godparents. P| e as e s e
this brochure for more info

Dear Parents

Congratulations! We join you in thanking God for the gift of your child. This is indeed a busy and wonderful time in the life of your family. We

A Decision >>>

The decision to baptize your
child should not be made with-
out prayer and discernment. A
very small child cannot speak for
itself. But the parents, on the
strength and convictions of their
own faith, ask the Church to
baptize their child. At this mo-

ent they promise to raise their
broch Y PR 00 R you

ur e

child as a Catholic. These prom-

al‘sers rarae' r;ngdg H)]eGl?)dt, ?0 tﬁe 0

Catholic community, and to the
child itself.
commitment of eighteen to twen-
ty years wherein the parents help
the child become a faithful fol-
lower of Christ. As parents, we

It is a long-range

promise our fellow believers to

raise our family according to the
and outlook of the
Church. Almost always in the
past, what the parents promised
at their child& Baptism was
actually carried out as they raised
the family. They did bring their
children up to be faithful Catho-
lics. Of course, there were a few
parentf who dtid not remain faith-
sel ec A r
ful to, their promises, but not
ce e AP
enough to'lea

values

ar?yonee to serious-
ly question the matter. In today®
world though, we see a much
different attitude towards the
promises of Baptism. The
Church is seeing fewer contrib-
uting members and even fewer
young families attending Mass.

We are with you every step of the way >>>
My dear brothers and sisters, God uses the sacrament of water to give his divine life to those who believe in him. Let us turn to him, and
ask him to pour his gift of life from this font on this child he has chosen.

“We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that,

Sadly, this has been so serious
that we have seen  churches
merging and some event closing
due to these broken promises. So
we the faithful ask parents to
enter into prayer and deep dis-
cernment to consider when they
make the promises of Baptism
for their child that they truly
intend to keep them and as a
whole family become an active
part of our faith community.

Learning >>>

We require parents and godpar-
ents to attend a Baptismal prepa-
ration class. Contact the Parish
at 989-879-2141 for Baptism
registration and class dates.

the people of God, the church look forward to joining you on this journey of preparation. Preparing for the celebration of a Sacrament is a time of

Jjoy and anticipation in the life of the church and in the life of the family. The Baptismal preparation process in our parish includes the following:

Registration

Parents are asked to contact
Deacon Gary at 989-879-2141.
Complete a Baptismal Inquiry
form, Registration form and
forms for Godparents and Wit-
nesses. These forms can be
picked up at the parish or found
online at our church websites,
stmaryspinconning.com/baptism

Baptism >>>

Your child& Baptismal Celebra-
scheduled
through the parish after you have
made contact with Deacon Gary,
participated in the learning ses-

tion date will be

sion and completed the neces-
sary documents.

just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”
(Romans 6:4)




