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Dear friends of God,

This weekend we celebrate Palm Sunday of the
Lord’s Passion. It is the beginning of the
holiest week of the year in our Catholic
Christian Tradition. It is such a sacred time
that we even call it Holy Week. This Holy
Week will look slightly different because of
COVID-19 but we will come together in prayer
and care for each other.

This Sunday we remember Jesus' entrance into
Jerusalem. After our palms are blessed, we
will hear a Gospel before the procession. We
are in the year of Mark, so we will have Mark
11:1-10 proclaimed for us. In that Gospel, we
will hear the crowds say, "Hosanna! Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that
is to come! Hosanna in the highest!” Later
that week, we will hear some of those same
people call for Jesus’ death. That might be a
reminder not to follow the crowd in our world.
A crowd can easily turn into a bloodthirsty
mob. We will hear the passion reading twice
this week. The first time is this weekend when
we will proclaim the passion from Mark’s
Gospel. On Good Friday, we will hear the
passion from the Gospel according to John.
Even though the passion reading rotates every
year between Mark, Matthew and Luke on
Palm Sunday, we always hear from John’s
Gospel on Good Friday.

Before we get to Good Friday, we celebrate
Holy Thursday. This is the day that we
remember the Institution of the Eucharist. On
the night before Jesus died for us, he gave us
his very self in the bread and wine of the
Eucharist which we believe to be his body and
blood. He gave us himself to empower us to
serve each other and our human family and to
live in God’s Kingdom in all of creation. Pope
Francis describes the Eucharist in cosmic terms
in his encyclical Laudato Si: “...Indeed the
Eucharist is itself an act of cosmic love: ‘Yes,
cosmic! Because even when it is celebrated on
a humble altar in a country church, the
Eucharist is always in some way celebrated on
the altar of the world”” (236). Our altar in
Pinconning is cosmically connected to both
heaven and earth. That is the great gift of the
Eucharist for the life of the world. That is what
we will honor on Holy Thursday.

On Good Friday, we gather around the cross
with regret for our sins and sorrow at the level
of human violence that would lead to us killing
God. I came across the following reflection

that I use every Good Friday. The funny thing
is that I do not remember where it came from,
but I have used it for a number of years.

Adoration of the Holy Cross is an act of
prayer through which we think about
the sacrifice Jesus made for us on the
cross. The word “adoration” comes from
the Latin word adore. When we adore
the cross, we are focusing our deep
respect toward what the cross means
for us. We come forward and show our
strong devotion, respect, and honor for
the loving act of Jesus dying on the
cross. We are honoring not the wooden
symbol, but rather the saving act of
Jesus’ death on the cross. We are
sorrowful because the cross itself was
used to execute Jesus in a humiliating,
painful, and shameful way. But we
honor the image of the cross because it
reminds us of the love Jesus had for us
by allowing himself to be sacrificed on
the cross that way. We know that death
on the cross was not the end. We are
thankful for the cross on which Jesus
triumphed over death. And so we adore
the Holy Cross.

The cross reminds us the lengths that God will
take to bring us back to himself.

On Holy Saturday, we gather in the evening for
the Easter Vigil. We gather in the dark to hear
about our salvation history. We listen to these
stories of faith for the generations when God
continually reached out to his children to bring
them back into loving relationship with him and
with our neighbor. At the vigil, we enter
deeply into the death and resurrection of the
Lord. It is the beginning of our 50-day
celebration of Christ’s Resurrection and our
own resurrection as well. We begin to see that
God came to save the whole human family and
all of creation.

May these Holy Days be a time of deepening
love for our God of radical mercy as we enter
into Jerusalem with our Lord Jesus Christ.

Much love,

A
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HOLY WEEK

Holy Thursday
April 1, 2021
7 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration until
10 p.m. Night Prayer

Good Friday
April 2, 2021
1 p.m. Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ

Holy Saturday
April 3, 2021
11 a.m. Blessing of food
8:30 p.m. Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday
April 4, 2021
9 a.m. Mass
11 a.m. Mass

We adore you and we bless you, Lord Jesus Christ,
here and in all the churches which are in the whole
world, because by your holy cross you have
redeemed the world.

Stations of the Cross

“The cross is not the suffering tied to natural
existence, but the suffering tied to being

Christians. The cross is never simply a matter of
suffering, but a matter of suffering and rejection, and
even, strictly speaking, rejection for the sake of Jesus
Christ, not for the sake of some other arbitrary
behavior or confession.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

RICE BOWL COLLECTION
On Holy Thursday there will
be a special collection for the

Q_(;RS’_E{ICE
B V“"- CRS Rice Bowl. Please
bring your Rice Bowls or

your contribution to Mass. Through CRS Rice Bowl,

you can help reach more than 159 million people
with lifesaving support. 75% of your CRS Rice Bowl
donation supports Catholic Relief Services work

around the world. 25% helps fight hunger and
poverty in your own community.

THOUGHT FOR HOLY WEEK
In one week, we will celebrate Easter Sunday. Pray
that the Lord allow you to accompany him serenely
during these Easter mysteries and you may emerge
from them renewed in faith, hope and charity.
(usccB)

“The Cross is the word through which God has
responded to evil in the world. Sometimes it may
seem as though God does not react to evil, as if
he is silent. And yet, God has spoken, he has
replied, and his answer is the Cross of Christ: a
word which is love, mercy, forgiveness. It is also
reveals a judgment, namely that God, in judging
us, loves us. Let us remember this: God judges us
by loving us. If | embrace his love then | am saved,
if | refuse it, then | am condemned, not by him, but
my own self, because God never condemns, he
only loves and saves.”

The Way of the Cross 2013, Pope Francis

The Parish Office will be closed Monday, April 5. If there
is an emergency, please leave a message on the
answering machine.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 29, 2021
Monday: Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1-3, 13-14/Jn 12:1-11
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17/Jn 13:21-33, 36-
38

Wednesday: Is 50:4-9/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34/
Mt 26:14-25

Thursday: Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper:

Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-18/1 Cor 11:23-26/
Jn 13:1-15

Friday: Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion: Is
52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25/

Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—19:42

Holy Saturday: Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10,
12, 13-14, 24, 35/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18/
Ps 16:5, 8-11/Ex 14:15—15:1/Ex 15:1-6, 17-18/

Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13/Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-6/
Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ps 19:8-11/Ez 36:16-17, 18-28/
Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3-4/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-
23/Mk 16:1-

Easter Sunday Acts 10:34, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17,
22-23/Col 3:1-4/Jn 20:1-9
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Our Parish Stewardship
March 20/21, 2021

Week Year to Date
Sunday Collection $5,830.44 $291,096.78
Budgeted Amount $8,100.00 $301,700.00
Surplus/Deficit ($2,124.72) ($10,603.22)
Support A Child $220.00
Votive $68.00
Prayer Shawl $10.00
Easter Memorial $260.00
Catholic Relief Services $373.00

**Qur Fiscal Year runs July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

SMALL ALTAR LINEN

April 2, 2021 Carole Haskell

ST. ANNE ALTAR SOCIETY NEWS

Our Annual Membership Drive is underway. Your mem-
bership envelope can be found in your March packet.
Dues are $5.00. We are inviting all ladies of our parish,
18 years and older to join the Society. We care for all the
needs of the altar and sacristy area. The Society has
been in existence for over a 100 years. Please consider
joining the Society in caring for our church building. We
need you!! Due to COVID restrictions, we haven't had
meetings, but hopefully that will change soon. Thank you
ahead of time for joining the Altar Society.

Good St. Anne, Pray for us.

CHRIST’S MISSION APPEAL

Assessment
Collected
Balance

$49,154.00
$32,419.48
$16,734.52

In order to have a successful campaign we need 100%
participation. That means bringing a positive attitude to
the task at hand, as well as considering how each
family might contribute according to their means.

If you are able to give and you haven’t made a pledge
yet, | ask that you prayerfully consider doing so. As
always, any balance remaining at the end of the
campaign will have to be paid out of the general
funds of the parish. Please call the parish office if you
need a pledge card or visit the Diocese of Saginaw
website and look for Christ's Mission Appeal.

In your kindness and
prayers please remember
the souls of

Jack Gotfryd
Susan Arndt

May they enjoy the great blessings of eternal life.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council 2986

Dear Fellow Knights and Parish Family,

| want to give everyone an update on Council 2986. We
want to thank everyone that have supported the Knights
for many, many years at the breakfasts, fish fries, dinner
raffles and all the other events.

We have sold the hall and adjacent land on Water St.
Like many councils in our area, it has been extremely
hard to pay the bills and the hall had to be sold. With all
the COVID restrictions this year, it has been even harder
with the party business being completely shut down. We
received an offer in October 2020 and we finalized the
sale in December. We have a lease on the council room
for at least the next year. The monthly meetings are still
on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. We
are still very much an active council and are always
looking for new members. All Catholic males should look
at becoming a Knight.

The COVID rules will mandate that some programs are
on hold but we will be involved in many activities to help
the community. We have started a coats for kids fund.
We will have a Tootsie Roll drive as that raised over
$700.00 last year. We will continue to support the March
for Life, the Council 2986 Scholarship Fund, our
seminarians, the Pinconning food drive, the soccer
challenge and the K of C Free Throw contest.

Grand Knight,
Al Guizdal

Happy 100" Birthday!

Holy Trinity Parish wishes to extend
blessed birthday greetings to Sis
Letchfield, who recently celebrated
her 100" birthday. May God bless
her with everything good.
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“Apart from the cross,
there is no other ladder
by which we may go to heaven.”
-St. Rose of Lima

EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION

Family Talk Time Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families -Sara
McGinnis Lee  How would we welcome Jesus into our town or church
if he were to arrive today?

Reflecting on the Word On Palm Sunday, we are
reminded of how Jesus triumphantly returned to
Jerusalem. In today’'s liturgy, we also process into
church, holding palms and singing. This is a celebratory
reception filled with praise, adoration and great joy.
Jesus’ welcome into the city was in start contrast to what
will take place on Good Friday.

Living the Word Today begins the holiest week of the
liturgical year. As a reminder of what this week is about,
place your blessed palms in your prayer space. Leave
small slips of paper on your prayer table and invite family
member to write something they hope for on one side of
the slip and then something they fear on the other side.
On Saturday night, when the Easter fire is lighted, burn
these paper to symbolize that your family is giving these
hopes and fears over to God.

Plan on attend any or all of the Holy Week liturgies:

Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil.

Hartley & Verellen Families
Foco & Heppner Families
Nickel & Kryszak Families

Clifford & Bunny Pickvet
Schultz & LaPan Families
Mary Morrissey Family
Beverly Chesny
Missy (Gromaski) Cnudde
Richard Gromaski
Anthony Jr., Kim, &
Tony Kopka
Georganna Gulvas
Tom & Helen Gulvas
Percy & Teresa Doyle
Joan Koth
Holysko & Wielgos Families
Beauchamp & Jacobs Families

IDZIOR FURNITURE

“A Family Tradition Since 1947”
4585 North Huron Rd.

819-2111

Berthiaume S’

Slaughterhouse, Inc.
Custom Smoking/Slaughtering
Jerky « Pepper Sticks - Deer Processing
2283 E Pinconning Rd. - 879-4921

Your Best Resource for
Expert Veterinary Care!

Vennix & Vermeesch Families
Lynch & Skrocki Families
Augustyniak Family
Gornowicz Family
Clarence Sobieray Family
Skrabut & VanWert Families
Bishop & Monson Families
Bev Keith
Talicska & Turmell Families
Frank Jr. & Alice Lorence Family
Helen & Floyd Krawczyk
Bertha & Floyd Higgins
Adcock & LaBarge Families
Augustyniak & Holysko Families
Francis Rusch Family
Alex Arocha Family
Krawczyk & Tarkowski Families

KIME COLLISION CORP.
Your Home Town Body Shop
FREe ESTIMATES ® Pick-up & DELIVERY

Alex & Esther Sanak
Clifford Compeau Family
George Johnston Family

Michael Kruchowski Family
Donald Stempek Family
Gloria Drouse
Michael Drouse
Robert Drouse Sr.
Larry & Milly Collier

Archie Collier Family

Joseph Talbot Family

Dembowske Family

Eva Miller

Stella Miller
Pawlowski & Turmell Families
Steve & Joanne Suchodolski
Kaczmarek & & Krol Families

Dubay & LaBean Families
Edward Gorney Family
Fenwick & Ancel Families
Garrett Shoultes
Kraska Family
Robert J Pierson
William R Pierson
Louis & Louise ldzior
Idzior Family
Jerry Idzior
Seyuin Family
Mamie D Trombley & Family
Madeline Pierson & Family
Frank & Lottie Fedak
Jasura & Berthiaume Families
Frederick & Marilyn Hines

David Ramsay, Owner/Operator
www.leeramsayrivertownfh.com

Dr.Matilda Tammy Zorn, Parishioner
(989) 879-2223
5890 N. Huron Rd. « Pinconning
www.zornanimalclinic.com
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For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

Lee-Ramsay Funeral Home * Manager, Luanna VanOcthen
989-879-3821 + 107 E. Second St., Pinconning
Rivertown Funeral Chapel * Manager, Bruce Badoni
989-667-0891 « 209 S. Huron Rd., Kawkawlin

£ 15-0686



